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Village, where they stopped; then they sent one of
their number through the woods to the Village, in
order to ascertain whether the English had come to
burn the fort and the cabins. I was reciting my
breviary while walking beside the fort and the river,
when this Savage came opposite to me on the other
shore. As soon as he saw me he exclaimed: ‘‘ Ah,
my Father, how glad I am to see thee! My heart
was dead, but it lives again on seeing thee. We saw
a writing which said that the English had cut off thy
head. How glad I am that it told a lie!’”” When I
proposed sending him a canoe that he might cross the
river, he responded: ‘‘ No, it is enough that I have
seen thee; I shall retrace my steps and carry this
pleasant news to those who are waiting for me, and
we shall very soon come to join thee.”” Indeed,
they came that very day.

I believe, my dearest Brother, that I have satisfied
your desires by the details that I have just given you
of the nature of this Country, of the character of our
Savages, of my occupations, of my labors, and of the
dangers to which I am exposed. Doubtless you will
judge that I have the most to fear from the English
Gentlemen of our neighborhood. It is true that they
long ago resolved upon my death; but neither their
ill will toward me, nor the death with which they
threaten me, can ever separate me from my old flock;
I commend them to your devout prayers, and I am
with the tenderest affection, etc.



